) ( )(

People’s Right to Know

. : smallworldlike123@yahoo.com ) : // ( ) : // (

. . . . " " . " " . . . . . . . Abstract Mass media issues are diversified. They encompass legal and ethical sides.

Because of their interpretative and philosophical nature, they are still without a clear and specified concept. What complicates the subject more is the acceleration in media technology. Naturally, with every invention comes legal and ethical issues concerning the rule of media in the society and their relations with the people and government. Also, the bad use of the media, as was the case during World Wars I and II, increases people’s need for a diversification in information and its sources, so that people can

"_"

( )(

b_{enefit from it in all aspects of their lives. As a result, many voices have risen, calling}

for people’s “rights” to communicate, to know, and to express their opinions. Because of the particularity of every political system, every state differently perceives such “rights,” based on its own understanding of the meaning of freedom and communication concepts. A democratic society, as an example, considers one of these rights, people’s right to know, as its basic pillar in which the will of the people is the utmost principle for power, ruling, and decision–making. For the people to be able to choose their representatives rightly, all information sources must be available to them. In this case, people will be able to do their rule in the society. A democratic government is for the people and by the people. So, an individual has the right to know what his/her government is doing, because such activities touches his/her life directly or indirectly. This research thoroughly discusses and explains the developments and stages which this media issue has passed through until today.

. . . . / . / . .

) (. . . . . ) (

( )(

. . . :

. . .

. .

) Adams & McKercher, 1991 (.

. . . . / . .

. : . ":

"_"

( )(

" ) 1999 : 29(. " " / /

. ) Agenda-setting ( ) 1999 (. . : . : .

) .( . : . . : . . : . ) Edwards, 1970 (.

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 ( : )

( )(

( ) .( ) ( . . ... . . . . . .

. .

. . . . . ) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (. 1874 . . ) Pember, 1981 (. . . . .

"_"

( )(

. . . . : : . : . : . : .

. . " "" ." . ) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (. . . . . . . .

( )(

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (. ) Fraleigh & Tuman, 1997 (: : . .

" ) " Watergate .( . . . . .

. .

. . ) 70% ( ) 30% .( .

) Martin & Chaudhary, 1963 (: : : . : .

"_"

( )(

)_{1999(""} . . . . . " Edmund Burke " " The Fourth Estate ." . : ) DeFleur & Dennis, 1996 (. . . .

.

. . " " . " " ) 1983 (. . . . .

( )(

. ) Reedy, 1995 (. " " : .

.

. ) ( ) Christenson et. al., 1981 (. (James Madison) . (Dennis, 1991) .

. . .

. ) Christenson et. al., 1981 ( .

. . . .

"_"

( )(

. .

) DeFleur & Dennis, 1996 (.

.

. " Freedom of Information Act "" Sunshine Act " . .

) Aines, 1979 (.

) Reedy, 1995 (. ) Sunshine Act ( . 1976 .

. .

) Pember, 1981 (. ) Freedom of Information Act ( . 1966

1967

( )(

1974

1976 . .

" ") Adams & McKercher, 1991 (. . ) Hohenberg, 1973 (. . .

. .

) Morentz, 1979 (. ) Hester, 1991 (. . .

) Wolfsfeld, 1997 (. . .

) ( . . )

"_"

( )(

(_. . 40% ) Edwards, 1970 (.

" ." .

. . .

) Pember, 1981 (. " ."

) Fraileigh & Tuman, 1997 (.

... .

. . . .

( )(

.

) Edwards, 1970 (. ) 2001

" :(

.

."

.

) Adams & McKercher, 1991 ( ) .( ) Edwards, 1970 (. ) 2002

(" :

."

.

.

) Edwards, 1970 (.

) Adams & McKercher, 1991 (. ) ( . .

"_"

( )(

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (.

. ) Gag Orders ( ) Adams & McKercher, 1991 (.

) Hohenberg, 1973 (.

. . . .

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (.

. . . .

) DeFleur & Dennis, 1996 (!

( )(

. ) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (. . . . .

) Reedy, 1995 (.

: : . . : . : . ) Reedy, 1995 (. " " 1961 .

. . ) Reedy, 1995 (.

. .

"_"

( )(

. . ) Reedy, 1995 (. ) 2002 ( ": ’ ‘ ’ ‘ "" : :

. : . .

.

"

. :

) Hester, 1991 (.

. ) Adams & McKercher, 1991 (.

. " " . ) Merrill, 1991a (.

( )(

. . ) Merrill, 1991b (

. . . . . . . . 1934

1959 ) Equal Time Rule ( .

. . . ) Pember, 1981 (. ) Fairness Doctrine .( : : . : . 1927 . . 1933 . 1949 ) Pember, 1981 (.

"_"

( )(

) Fraleigh & Tuman, 1997 (. " "

.

. . ) Merrill, 1991b ( . .

. . ) Merrill, 1991b ( . . . . ) ( . " ."

. ) ( . . . .

.

( )(

.

.

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (. . ) Edwards, 1970 (. . . ) Hohenberg, 1973 (. .

. . . . . . ) Reedy, 1995 ( . . ) Reedy, 1995 ( . . . . . ) Hiebert, 1995 (

" " . " "

"_"

( )(

. .

) 1983 (.

. . .

. . . . . ) ( . . .

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (. . .

) Orme, Jr., 1994 (. " " .

( )(

. .

.

. ) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (.

- . . . . :

. ) .(

) Hohenberg, 1973 (.

. ) Fraleigh & Tuman, 1997 (.

.

) Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (.

"_"

( )(

. . ... .

. " ") Siebert, Peterson, & Schramm, 1963 (.

. . .

. . . .

. . .

.

.

( )(

( " "! // . ( " " : .) (. ( " " : . ( " : " : . ( " ’ ‘ ’ ‘ " // . ( " " // . 7) Adams, P., & McKercher, C., North America. In J. C. Merrill (Ed.), “Global journalism: Survey of international communication”, New York: Longman, 2^{nd} ed., (1991), 311-357.

8) Aines, A. A., Comments. In R. L. Chartrand & J. W. Morentz, Jr. (Eds.), Information technology serving society, New York: Pergamon Press, (1979), 99- 100.

9) Christenson, R. M., Engel, A. S., Jacobs, D. W., Rejai, M., & Waltzer, H..

“Ideologies and modern politics”, New York: Harper & Row, 3^{rd} ed., (1981). 10) DeFleur, M. L. & Dennis, E. E., “Understanding mass communication”, Boston:

Houghton Mifflin Company, (1996). 11) Dennis, E. E., These is no right to know., In E. E. Dennis & J. C. Merril (Eds.), “Media debates: Issues in mass communication”, White Plains, NY: Longman, (1991), 46-50.

12) Edwards, V. E., Jr., “Journalism in a free society”, NewYork: W. M. C. Brown Company Publishers, (1970).

13) Fraleigh, D. M., & Tuman, J. S., “Freedom of speech in the marketplace of ideas”, New York: St. Martin’s Press, (1997).

14) Hester, A., The collection and flow of world news. In J. C. Merrill (Ed.), “Global journalism: Survey of international communication”, New York: Longman, 2^{nd} ed., (1991), 29-50.

15) Hiebert, R. E., Editor’s note. In R. E. Hiebert (Ed.), “Impact of mass media:

Current issues, White Plains, NY: Longman, 3^{rd} ed., (1995), 81. 16) Hohenberg, J. “The professional journalist: A guide to the practices and principles of the news media”, New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc,3^{rd} ed., (1973).

"_"

( )(

1_{7) Jones, M. G., Information support for citizens: The role of technology. In R. L.}

Chartrand & J. W. Morentz, Jr. (Eds.), “Information technology serving society”, New York: Pergamon Press, (1979), 87-94.

18) MacPherson, C. B., “The real world of democracy”, Oxford University Press, (1966).

19) Martin, L. J., & Chaudhary, A., “Comparative mass media systems”, New York:

Longman, (1983). 20) Merrill, J. C., Europe: Many paraschos. In J. C. Merrill (Ed.), “Global journalism:

Survey of international communication”, New York: Longman., 2^{nd} ed., (1991a), 93-128.

21) Merrill, J. C., People’s right to know. In E. E. Dennis & J. C. Merrill (Eds.), “Media debates: Issues in mass communication”, White Plains, NY: Longman, (1991b), 45-55.

22) Nasser, M., A third world perspective. In L. J. Martin & A. G. Chaudhary (Eds.), “Comparative mass media systems”, New York: Longman, (1983).

23) Orme, W. A., Jr., “Attacks on the press in 1993: A world survey (Introduction)”.

New York: Committee to Protect Journalists, (1994, March). 24) Pember, D. R., “Mass media law”, Dubuque, Iowa: W.M. C. Brown Publishers, 3^{rd} ed., (1981).

25) Peterson, T., The social responsibility theory. In F. S. Siebert, T. Peterson, & W.

Schramm (Eds.), “Four theories of the press”, Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, (1963), 73-146.

26) Reedy, G. E., Reflections on the First Amendment. In R. E. Hiebert (Ed.), “Impact of mass media: Current issue”, White Plains, NY: Longman 3^{rd} ed., (1995), 81-86.

27) Siebert, F. S., The libertarian theory of the press. In F. S. Siebert, T. Peterson, & W. Schramm (Eds.), “Four theories of the press”, Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, (1963), 39-71 .

28) Wolfsfeld, G., “Media and political conflict: News from the Middle East”, New York: Cambridge University Press, (1997).