CURRICULUM VITAE

NAME:    Mary  Bhawani Raj Zubeidi

DATE OF BIRTH: 21 April 1958

NATIONALITY: Indian

RELIGION: Christianity

MARITAL STATUS: Married

NUMBER OF CHILDREN: Four  

ADDRESS: English Dept / An-Najah National University / Nablus / Palestine

EDUCATION :

1974 : Senior Cambridge / Oak Grove School / Mussoorie / India.

1975 – 78: B.A. (Honours) English Literature, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 

India . (graduated in the first division)

1978 – 80: M.A. English Literature, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, India            (graduated in the first division) 

1995 (July / August): Summer School at Exeter College, Oxford University, England. Was awarded a certificate of excellence for the presentation of two papers, entitled Macbeth’s Motiveless Malignity: The ‘sweet discord’ in Shakespeare’s craftsmanship and John Keats: His Art and his Personality. 

 EXPERIENCE:

1982 until the present (i.e. 2005): Instructor in the English Department at the An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine. Have taught a wide range of courses in language, writing and English literature. 

1991 – 92: Have also taught a language course part-time at a Women’s Institute in Nablus. 

1996 – 97: Taught language courses at the British Council, Nablus.

1998 - 2004: prepared and supervised the Proficiency Exam at the English Department.

LANGUAGE AND OTHER SKILLS :

Native speaker of English, proficient in colloquial Arabic and can read, write and understand Hindi. Am a proficient typist with basic computer skills.

CONFERENCES ATTENDED :

- November 1993: PATEFL Conference, held at An-Najah National University. Presented a paper entitled The Problem of Meaning in the Teaching of Literature Courses at An-Najah University.

- April 1995: PATEFL Conference, held at Bir Zeit University. Presented a paper entitled Recreational Reading and Language Acquisition.
- April 1996: PATEFL Conference, held at Bethlehem University.

- May 2000: PATEFL Conference, held at An-Najah National University, Nablus. Presented a paper entitled Rote Learning or Write Learning: A practical option for the Users of the Communicative Approach in Palestinian Schools.

- November 1996: The second international conference on higher education in the context of an independent Palestinian state, held at An-Najah National University, Nablus. Prepared a report covering the proceedings of the session of the Working Group 3 entitled ‘Promotion of Advanced Studies and Research at Palestinian Universities: the role of Regional and International Cooperation.’ The report was highly commended by the chairman of the session, Prof. Hanna Nasir, President of Bir Zeit University, and copies of it were distributed among the foreign delegates at the conference at his request.

- 6 May 2004: Symposium held at the Department of English, An-Najah National University, Nablus. Presented a paper entitled The Forgotten Factor: Improving Student Motivation in the English Department, An-Najah University.
- 2 March 2005: Workshop on Gender, Race, Citizenship and Diasporas. The participants were from the Center for Arab-American Studies, Dearborn, Michigan, U.S.A. and An-Najah National University. Gave a presentation during the session entitled Not From Here, Nor From There: Transnational Identities, Exile and Home?

PUBLICATIONS :

FORUM, Vol 33, No 3, July 1995: Words Like Silver Fish: the Affective Component of Sound in Meaning.

UNPUBLISHED PAPERS:

The Camelion Poet: Shakespeare and Negative Capability.

The Death of Faith: The Graveyard Motif in The Monk.

CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS

I am working on a book entitled Tradition and the Literary Perspective, which is an in-depth exploration of the literature of England in its historical and cultural context. Have completed the Old English Period and major portions of Middle English literature, which include: the romance within the context of feudalism, the Church-State relations, the Crusades, the Hundred Years War and the Wars of the Roses; religious poetry in relation to institutionalized Christianity, the universities and scholasticism and the rise of mysticism; the development of the medieval town and the growth of drama and the Mystery Plays. I have already finished an in-depth analysis of William Langland’s Piers Plowman within the context of the fourteenth century protestant movement lead by John Wyclif.

