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The Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails started a hunger strike fifteen days ago. The 
strike is still going on, and talk about ending it is absent. The prisoners vowed that they 
would continue the strike as part of the struggle to improve the conditions of their 
imprisonment. They are asking for improvements in their daily allowances, in the terms 
of family visits and the use of communication sets such as the mobiles. 
The prisoners say that the conditions of their imprisonment have been deteriorating due 
to continuous Israeli suppressive and oppressive measures. The Israelis, for instance, 
haven’t been allowing young males whose ages between 16 and 30 to visit their brothers 
in jail. Also they have been separating the prisoners from their parents, sisters, wives and 
kids by hard glass so personal contacts are impossible. The prisoners are demanding that 
food furnished by their families should be allowed into prisons. 
The Israelis say that the conditions provided in prisons meet the internationally accepted 
standards. And argue that the Palestinians receive a good treatment compared with the 
conditions of prisoners in the Arab states. They add that these Palestinians aren’t 
prisoners of war but terrorists who shouldn’t be treated according to the articles of 
Geneva Accords. The Palestinians bust this by pointing to the fact that the struggle 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians is still going on and getting more intense as the 
days pass. 
Israeli officials declared that they aren’t going to respond positively to Palestinian 
demands, and the prisoners are free to decide about their food. One Israeli official said 
that he doesn’t care if all Palestinian prisoners die. 
But do strikes come to a happy end? Yes, but not all the time. From Palestinian 
experience with the Israelis, some strikes produced some tangible good results, while 
some others were a complete failure. Conditions in Israeli prisons were very tough and 
harsh during the seventies. Two prisoners used to share one egg, and ten a small dish of 
beans. The prisoners were obliged to wrap their filthy sleeping blankets early in the 
morning and set on the ground for the rest of the day. Newspapers and radio sets weren’t 
allowed. 
Palestinian prisoners conducted several strikes in their attempts to improve the 
conditions. Some of them died, while some others are still suffering from severe digestive 
problems. But their efforts proved to be partially successful. Conditions in prisons 
improved over the years, and life seemed to be, in prison terms, a bit relaxing. 
Will this strike come out with any reasonable achievement for the Palestinians? The 
possibility is there, but it depends so much on the efforts the Palestinians invest on the 
international level: the United Nations, civil societies and institutions defending 
democracy and human rights. Israel isn’t very responsive to the international public 
opinion, and hardly cares about the appeals of human rights societies, but it doesn’t turn 
its back completely to the world outside itself. The international pressure might not be 
very effective, but it might have some influence. Israel responded and gave the Red Cross 
the authority to visit the prisoners and inspect the different installations, other than 
security, and see if they meet Red Cross standards. Also Israel responded to Amnesty 
International on different occasions. 



The Palestinian people are expressing solidarity with the prisoners every day through 
assorted activities. The Israelis, anyhow don’t care about Palestinian activities. They care 
about activities abroad. Ten people demonstrating in the Korean capital make the news 
that attract the attention of Israeli politicians, while hundred thousand demonstrating 
Palestinians don’t delay bed-time for the Israeli prime minister.   
The Israelis are waging a counter attack on the international level and against the 
prisoners. They are putting pressure on the prisoners by different measures such as: 
deprivation from salt and water for some endurable time, expropriation of radio and tv 
sets, limiting mass media exposure to Radio Israel, dismantling the leadership of the 
strike and making strict observation on inter-prison contacts. On the international level, 
the Israelis are using that terrorist terminology so as to prevent Western support. 
Palestinian prisoners think that finally they are going to draw the international attention 
particularly if grave health problems arise. Lengthy hunger strikes lead to real health 
problems and hospitalization becomes a necessity. Thus Israel becomes under heavy 
pressure: hospitalization is a real problem for Israel because of mass media coverage, and 
non-hospitalization is real too because it arouses human rights societies. What-ever the 
case, Palestinian prisoners are determined to make certain improvements in their daily 
life.   


