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Hizballah is an Islamic Lebanese party that adopts armed resistance against Israel. It 
belongs to the Shiite Islamic sect. the Moslems are of two sects: the Sunni which is the 
majority, the Shiite which is the minority. They differ on historical issues but not on 
issues concerning creed.  
Lebanon is one of the four segments to which Syria was fragmented by the British and 
the French Mandate through the League of Nations in 1922. These four are Jordan, 
smaller Syria of today, Lebanon and Palestine which was promised by the British to 
become the homeland of the Jews.  
All Arabs were anti Israel in the old times, but with the efforts of the Arab regimes and 
the support of the Western nations for Israel, so many Arabs such as Egypt and Jordan 
recognized Israel and signed with it peace treaties. Because of that, so many Arab writers 
describe this situation as the time of Arab defeat. The Arabs have been defeated several 
times by Israel, and the United states has been spreading its domination over most of the 
Arab countries.  
At this time of defeat, some Arabs believe that they shouldn’t surrender, and should 
continue the fight against Israel until regaining the Palestinian rights atop of which the 
return of the Palestinian refugees to their homes and property. Some Palestinians such as 
Hamas and Jihad believe so, and Hizballah of Lebanon. Some Arab and Moslem 
countries still believe that they can make victory such as Syria and Iran. These two 
countries logically ally with the resistance organizations. 
Hizballah was founded in the early 1980’s with Iran’s help. It played a prominent role in 
defeating the American and the French forces that poured into Lebanon after the defeat of 
the PLO by the Israelis in 1982. Hizballah carried two attacks against the French and the 
American headquarters, destroying them and killing around 300 troops. The two 
countries fled immediately. Then Hizballah continued its attacks against the Israeli forces 
in Southern Lebanon until the Israelis were defeated in 2000. the Israeli fled Southern 
Lebanon and Hizballah remained the Master of the area. Iran continued extending 
financial and military support to Hizballah. 
Israel still had Lebanese and Palestinian prisoners. Hizballah vowed  to free them through 
capturing Israeli soldiers and insisting in prisoners exchange. It did that in the year 2003 
when three Israelis were captured, but the exchange was not completely satisfactory 
because it appeared that the Israeli prisoners were captured dead no alive. Three 
prominent Lebanese prisoners remained in the Israeli jails and thousands of Palestinians. 
Hizballah tried to free them peacefully but Israel refused. Finally hizballah decided to 
capture Israeli soldiers. That task was accomplished just two weeks ago. 
Israel decided this time not to go for prisoners exchange but for war. Israel insists that the 
two captured soldiers should be released, hizballah should disarmed, and the Lebanese 
army to take the place of Hizballah in Southern Lebanon in an application of UN security 
council resolution 1559. this resolution was adopted by the council in 2005 so as to meet 
the Israeli demands to dismantle hizballah organization. Hizballah refuses to implement 
the resolution saying that it is imbalanced. It says that Israel still occupies Lebanese land 
in a small area called sheba farms, and still holds Lebanese prisoners. 



Israel is testing its strong muscles now, although it made the same test in 1996. It tried to 
dismantle the organization in 1996 by force and launched very destructive attacks against 
Lebanon, but it finally conceded accepting Hizballah as a fact. 
Hizballah believes that Israel is an aggressor and there is no way to make peace with it as 
long as it doesn’t recognize the Palestinian and Arab rights. The organization believes 
that the Arab regimes are puppets of the United States and most of them ally with Israel, 
and that is why the Arab states couldn’t be part of any confrontation with Israel. 
But can Hizballah face Israel which has a strong military arsenal and enjoys the full and 
unconditional support of the US? We know that Hizballah is well-equipped, well-
organized, well-trained and highly devoted. Its destructive power is much more than that 
of Hizballah, but Hizballah depends on guerilla warfare which proved to be effective 
against the Israeli army. Israel now is using its air-force to inflict so much destruction in 
the Lebanese infrastructure, but that doesn’t mean that Hizballah is crippled. Hizballah is  
Strong enough militarily, and proved to be capable to respond by rocketing the Israeli 
towns and cities. It says that it is following a military tactic that will surprise Israel. 
 
I think that Israel is facing trouble, and it is involved in its most difficult war since its 
foundation in 1948. Lebanon will suffer a lot, but Hizballah will remain there. I believe 
that Israel will finally stop its destructive expedition and resort to the negotiating table for 
exchanging prisones. 


