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"Assessment of the Palestinian University's curriculum Contribution for the teaching of the Sustainable Development"
The missing "Master of global sustainable development and Permaculture"

· “The Ethics as a Motor of global changes: culture, ecology, society and economy"

· "The permaculture as engineering procedures and as a social science"

· "Education: alternative pedagogy for environmental security"

· "Critical thinking and Multi-disciplinary approach"

· " Women rights and sustainability"

· "Sustainability and peace culture"

· " Action-research & development"
Introduction

The Master of global sustainable development and Permaculture
: critical thinking and multi-disciplinary approach aims to participate in the reconstruction of the Palestinian society which is not only material but also educational, morale and psychological. In this context, achieving social and individual resilience
 needs to take into consideration the traumas provoked by the decencies of occupation, home destruction, detention, deportation and consequences of armed conflict. 

In fact, we are confronting here with a traumatized society: hypertension symptoms, low achievement rate and high rate of fear and anxiety. Many field studies demonstrate a state of suffering from psychosomatic troubles, depression and low concentration that are related to fear in the children and youth categories.

How we can create a curriculum for a Master degree in relation with the vital needs of this concerned society? Such a Master is an educational practice on a cross-linking area between different disciplines. Cross-linking and cooperation between these disciplines will intensify because of the contextual complexity of global/local problems and hence, the dramatics of this complexity are increasing.   

For this reason , there is no place for a controversial discussion on the extent to which various educational methods and experiences can be merged in order to support or reorganize learning and activity in the face of global problems and the growing internationalization of the world in which we live. 

However, What needs to be said, is that the resources available for educational and political counter measures are diminishing progressively, and that extended cooperation between scholars, disciplines and practitioners on the field, would not only be fruitful, but is also imperative in practical and political terms.

Though, in identifying the needs in the Palestinian Occupied Territories we can notice that political measures are not enough developed to respond for real needs, the graduated students are not prepared enough to confront the social and economical realities and that the imperative cooperation between professionals are still in embryonic stage.

In addition to that, there is an insufficient number of educators, psychiatrist, clinical psychologists, therapists, social workers, family and youth consultants, parent-teenagers mediators, etc. These scarce professional categories are not only incapable to satisfy the huge needs of population suffering of the results of the conflict but also have a unsubstantial instruction. 

Besides these massive needs, the number of the professionals in this field is too small to satisfy some of the requirements, poorly trained and tends often towards immigration. 
The multiplication of sequels arises out of the long conflict in this state of matters gives the Master un important impact: it will achieve and develop a model of appropriate educative content  intended for unemployed graduate students in Social Sciences and in Humanities, to practitioners of the health and social services and as well as for local decision-makers.

The master participates in this way in the global development of the society as whole. 

This global development can be one of the levers of the social and individual resilience in this traumatic situation.  

Some features of the absent "Action-research
 Master of global sustainable development and Permaculture "
A Master of Action-research is axed on fields of education, community development  and  management of the environment and of the natural resources (use of solar energy, use of energy harvested from the ground, health questions and medicinal plants, nutritional safety, construction and architecture for healthy habitat, reduce waste of water, recycling plastic, etc). 

This action-research tries to meet the new challenges of globalization, both on the philosophical, theoretical and practical dimensions. It’s not elaborated to propose a negative, oppositional Degrowrth approach
 but a "skillful means" of the intervention in these complex situations. It’s a sort of positive, constructive Post-Growth visions and practices. 

The main objective of this Master of Action-research is to create deliberate and methodical approaches to the societal and individual well-being, sustainable development and saving of our common heritages, natural and cultural one.  It responds to both practical aims of the social actors and to the development of social sciences and humanities in general. It reflects the articulation of the humanistic aspirations and the pragmatic, practical needs for the socio-economic sustainable development. 

 Inspired by humanistic and pragmatic considerations, the Master aims to have a role in terms of possible influence on major challenges facing our societies, including the globalization of the interrelationships and solidarity between humans and between humanity and Earth.

 In this issue adds that of a post-positivist science, which increasingly, must deal with a multitude of phenomena unknown or unpredictable, of short or long duration, which shapes our lives and the history of our societies.

 The Master sets highlight the many links between theory, practice and ethics that are central to any art or knowledge, whether qualitative or quantitative. For this reason, it’s an interdisciplinary, trans-cultural and inter-national. Its goal is not to create unconditionally, in the universities and in the south countries, western models and duplicata on the basis of a unilateral visions imposed by the Occident. It is a question to be most attentive with the needs and the aspirations of the south countries.

The other characteristic of the Master is the critical thinking .It’s founded on the critical interrogation of the dominant categories of thought. It aims at  providing to the trainees the theoretical and practical means which make possible the realization of a set of  scientific  and  ethical  values  and  thus  allow  a  change  of  perceptions,  attitudes  and  politics . The  training  offers  to  the  learn-actors  the  capacity  to  develop  projects  able  to  exceed individualism,  in  order  to  found,  in  the  long  term,  equilibrium,  peace  and  the  harmony  inside  their communities.
Master’s modules

All the modules of Master are based on the idea of the integration of the modern currents of thinking, philosophical, sociological and anthropological approaches.  It aims to strength the peace culture, the self-conscious of the necessary “critical dialogue” between peoples and cultures. 
The main modules: 

Module 1: "Introduction to Applied Anthropology of Development”;

Module 2: “Economy and ethical questions in the sustainable development”;                                                                       

Module 3: “Criteria and current values: Towards a Women Entrepreneurship”;

 Module 4: Permaculture practices for sustainable development”.

Some notes about the modules:

The Master includes theoretical and practical training related to the themes of the sustainable global development which it’s the main path of getting out of the economical actual crisis. This vital and necessary development is global: for the individuals and as well as for the societies, for European countries as well as the south countries in the Mediterranean space.
Then, besides the interdisciplinary sociological, anthropological and economical approaches, the students-trainees learn a module of permaculture  and in some cases, participate to the creation of a project of a “Farm-application field”, a “Living place-application field”, or working activity-application field, in what the Permaculture occupy a large part besides the questions related to the global education for sustainable development. 

Basing upon these ideas of sustainability represents a strong education strategy because there is a large sector of the public opinion through the world likes to think the crisis differently. The growing number of thinkers and public opinion makers, advocate for the decreasing of production and consumption as overconsumption lies at the root of long term environmental issues and social inequalities. Reducing consumption, sharing work, dedicated more time for leisure, art, music family social life in the community, are keys of fulfillment, achievement of the happiness of the individual and the whole community. 
These ideas of sustainability are very efficient for Occidental citizens. Otherwise, the idea of Permaculture is more meaningful for the south countries. The theory of ecological design which attempts to realize a sustainable development for human as well as the agriculture system according to models pre-existed in the ecosystem. This theory is highly attractive for all, but more seductive for the south countries. And this attractiveness is a solid argument for the communication strategy of the project. There will be an important Impact on people because of the fact that sustainable development theory and practice insisting upon the ideas of organic culture, saving the nature, assisting people to become more self reliant through the design and development of productive and sustainable gardens and farms.
So, the module will perform a scientific and artistic learning analyzing the methodologies of the permaculture as a technique, and as an art for designing the landscapes in harmony with nature and with society.
This module is intended to promote the study of improving land utilization and water resources. It includes rural industries and training students in rural community development. It also prepares students for starting individual or cooperative small production projects in an attempt to foster a sense of belonging and a desire to serve in rural communities.
Topics of Sustainable Research & Development

Sustainable Human and Environmental development

Integrated approach: Theory and practice, class-room and work-field 

The principles of the Social-Ecology

The Module promotes the use of the principles of the permaculture design to protect and restore the degrading environment, and revitalize the principle of inter-aid between communities and the international solidarity. It is to re-establish dignity of human being, the self reliance to suffering peoples and the respect of the nature.
These principles aim, beyond the practical beneficiary results, to establish a culture of solidarity, conflict resolution, non-violence and capacity building for individuals and whole communities (educate the communities for the ideas of the sustainability; realize intellectual transformation and personal development integrate the principles of participatory actions, collective and individual responsibility, implement democratic management of community affairs and community resources, promote female entrepreneurship ).

The main topics of the permaculture design (knowledge, skills and methods) are:
· Organic agriculture;

· Renewable resources of energy;

· Construction durable housing and alternative method of building;

· Turning rubbish into usable materials; 

· Water recycling;

· Living heritage, craft, food, artisanal handmade; 

� (�HYPERLINK "http://degrowthpedia.org/index.php?title=Third_international_conference_Venice_2012"�http://degrowthpedia.org/index.php?title=Third_international_conference_Venice_2012� )





� The Permaculture according to Marguerite Kharl, artist and permaculture expert :


 Permaculture is a concept developed by Bill Mollison and David Holmgren in the 70’s, now reborn due to environmental stress and climatic conditions.


A definition of permaculture is "consciously designed landscapes which mimic the patterns relationships found in nature, while yielding an abundance of food, fiber and energy for provision of local needs"– D.Holmgren, April 2004














� Boris Cyrulnik and the concept of resielience: The concept of "resilience" has a psychoanalyze origin (at least in the francophone literature). It was employed efficiency by the Freudian psychoanalyst Boris Cyrulnik. 


Even this matter fact, It can be extended to the social and economic fields  according to the main topics  which was employed for the "individual entity": 


The output of the individual recurring depression,(as an example)  that requires treatment similar to the vicious circle of development emergencies  where societies suffer from repetitive stagnation inside some conditions that produce immobility and socio-economic crisis.


Resilience is a voluntary and conscious act to break the barrier and for exceeding the self: replace immobility by mobility, stagnation by vitality and to take control of its destiny. This act means the change of the representation of self and creates a new self-representation. It's a question of slow elaboration work. It is a work on the self in its relation to the "others" and to the whole world. So, the societies as the individual entities are in need for such resilience. But, to operate it ,it's in need for a theory and for a new philosophy:   if  the Psychoanalysis has given this opportunity to change the  minds about the self, the world and  about the whole  life, an economic and humanistic philosophy can bring this necessary  framework to change the future of man, society and ecology . And If psychoanalysis has made to Western civilization a strong prosthetic for its familial and cultural failures ,this new philosophy can provide universal solutions to the devastation and damages caused by savage capitalistic "evils" of our modern time. The resilience in this sense can be individual and societal at once. 


The resilience is the opposite of resignation to the values ​​of limitless profit, exploitation of human beings, excessive individualism, to the actual consumption patterns and the dominance of market forces on the social, political and cultural affairs.


The resilience as individual and collective attitude can design a new conceptual and practical approaches toward  the dominant concepts which are seen as rational, irresistible and normal as the meaning of happiness, prosperity, wealth, growth, development, under -development,...etc. 














� Jacques Chevalier and the alter-globalization of knowledge: new challenges of participatory action research


The theorization presented by Jacques chevalier is the results of a set of Action Research Projects (ARP) that extend over more than a decade around the world, in fields as diverse as education, management natural resources, community development and problem solving in workplace and in the public sector.


It lets us see how these projects trying to meet the new challenges of ARP both on the theoretical level and as "skillful means" of the intervention in complex situations. The ARP is meant a deliberate action and methods aiming the realization of a societal well-being. it responds to both the practical objectives which are useful and necessary for the actors on the field. It responds also to the development of Human and Environment sciences.


To know more about this thinker, there are the next 2 books written by him:


1. "SAS2 A Guide to Collaborative Inquiry and Social Engagement";


ISBN: 9788178298900 ; ISBN-10: 8178298902, SAGE Publication, India, 2008


The Introduction of the book:


"SAS2 Social Analysis Systems" offers a new approach to creating and using knowledge for the common good. Its purpose is to broaden and deepen the range of concepts, tools and transferable skills to support dialogue and democratic engagement in the sphere of knowledge. The materials presented in the Guide support a shift towards flexibly-structured processes to engage people in inquiry sustained by experience, adapted to context and responsive to important needs. This approach bridges the gap between conventional inquiry based on 'hard evidence' and participatory methods that emphasize 'building consensus' at any cost. The book presents: original and transferable skills for collaborative inquiry and social engagement; grounded and theoretically informed conceptual foundations integrating perspectives from many disciplines and theoretical orientations; clear writing and mapping of information in a straight forward guide; and, authentic examples of the application of techniques in developing country contexts. �


2. "Postmodern Revelation" by Jacques M Chevalier (author) is published or distributed by University of Toronto Press [0802041728, 9780802041722], 1997.








