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The direct consequences of the current Intifada on the Palestinian 
population are well understood and documented – no one can be 
unconscious of the suffering caused by violence, closures, and 
economic hardship.  However, the world is largely unaware of the 
hidden tragedy befalling the community's children, which if not 
addressed will result in lifelong consequences.  These very 
personal and real tragedies have a tremendous effect on the 
individual victims, limiting future prospects for a normal life, above 
and beyond the troubles of the Intifada, only serving to reinforce 
and strengthen negative attitudes towards peace. 

The Palestinian healthcare system, has been reduced to a barely 
functioning skeleton, with demands on its limited resources 
increasing exponentially as the conflict continues.  This situation is 
affecting children more than any other population group within the 
Palestinian community, as it is at this age that children are most 
vulnerable to diseases caused by economic and physical hardship, 
and if vital developmental stages are not appropriately reached, 
recovery as an adult is virtually impossible. 

In light of this, The Peres Center for Peace is working with several 
Israeli and Palestinian hospitals, pediatricians and medical non-for 
profit organizations to facilitate a comprehensive program to 
identify, diagnose, and treat Palestinian children in Israeli hospitals 
and rehabilitation centers, where appropriate treatment is 
unavailable in the Palestinian Authority.  This program will not 
merely reduce mortality and tangibly improve the quality of life of 
these children, but will also create a direct continuous working 
relationship between the Palestinian and Israeli civil societies thus 
paving the road for reconciliation. 
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Implementation 

1. This initiative operates as a partnership between Palestinian 
and Israeli pediatricians and sub-specialists. The notion of 
this project has been advertised through all medical 
networks. A consulting medical committee of Palestinian 
pediatricians sets the priorities based on actual needs and 
available local services. The committee discusses referred 
cases and recommends those requiring complex diagnostic 
procedures or treatment in Israeli establishments.   

2. The Peres Center has established a task force dedicated to 
this project management. Its task involves coordination 
between Palestinian and Israeli medical practitioners and 
institutions; logistic support in terms of army entry permits, 
transportation, communication with parents setting 
appointments, negotiating financial arrangements with 
receiving hospitals, assuring follow-up and medical reporting 
and communication with referring physicians, and finally 
documenting, reporting and overall project management. 

3. Israeli hospitals are committed to support this important 
project through their provision of services as well as 
financially through reducing their costs by up to 50%.   

 
The funds so generously provided by the various donors will not 
only treat hundreds of Palestinian children every year, but its effect 
will be felt throughout the Palestinian community.  There is very 
little more emotive or appreciated than saving the life of a child. 
 


